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Additional Recommendations 

In addition to staff recommendations external stakeholders offer the following additional 
recommendations to the City of Austin for gray water management and reuse:  

 All new residential construction should be required to install separate gray water 
plumbing to allow the option for gray water diversion from the black wastewater system. 
Homeowners and developers should be made aware of gray water options and incentives. 

 The aerobic mulch basin gray water system in the 2012 Uniform Plumbing Code should 
be identified as the preferred system over the anaerobic gravel disposal system. 

 The City should establish numerical goals for gray water reuse during drought; and 
programs and incentives to achieve those goals. These goals should be commensurate 
with the potential benefits of gray water reuse to improve soil hydrology, maintain and 
improve urban forests, and reduce carbon dioxide and greenhouse gas emissions. An 
example of a quantifiable goal would be 1,000 permitted gray water systems in the City 
of Austin by 2017; and 10,000 permitted systems by 2022.  


